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Kongres Nasional PKR 2018 di Shah Alam bermula hari ini

Keadilan Rakyat (PKR) 2018 dijadual kul hingga
eadilan t adual  pukul 8 7
berlangsung selama empat hari di Pusat Kongr;;m rh‘agkatpgzsat
Konvensyen Ideal (IDCC) di sini bermula ula akan diadakan

hari ini. tu dan Ahad ini di lokasi
la dimulakan de: jlis pemsm.lan sama.
lm sayap Wi 13% Komunikasi

Oleh SUHANA MD. YUSOP Sementara‘iw,mammaf mmmmmmoom

Wanita PKR dan
Nasional Parti  adakan pada esok bermula

uda Keadilan (M() oleh 'I'imba PKR, Fadzil sebelum

lan Presiden PKR, Datuk Seri Mohamed  ini memberitahu, sebanyak 10 wakil da-

Azmin Ali

parti itu tahun ini
meriah memandang-
kan kali ini merupakan ta-
hun pertama ia diadakan
selepas Pakatan Harapan
berjaya membentuk kera-
jaan di peringkat Perseku-

tuan.
pukul 8 malam ini bertempat npndasehapCshnngPICRakanmeng- Beliau berkata, usul yang akan dibawa
- persidangan kali

di Dewan 6A, Tingkat 7, IDCC. hadiri kongres berkenaan dengan kebia- oleh pembahas pada

ini merangkumi isu ekonomi, sosial dan
reformasi politik,
PKmsm kali ini juga mwaksilwn

kepimpinan baharu

apabila tokoh reformasi, Datuk Seri An-
war I‘bral'l.imn;d hnl;al diumumkan secara
rasmi me: i Presiden parti selepas
menang tanpa bertanding pada pemili-
Beliau me: tikan isterinya, Datuk
Seri Dr. Wan Azizah Wan Ismail yang
] lan Perdana Menteri sel

Juga Timb

mb 3 1 1 epas
menerajui parti itu sejak tahun 1999,
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Malaysian Insti ic Research executive director Professor Emeritus Dr Zakariah Abdul Rashid and Seti g

at a discourse organised by ‘Sinar Harian’ yesterday. PIC BY FAIZ ANUAR

‘Targeted subsid
needs to be modifie

DAWN CHAN
SHAH ALAM
cnews@nstp.com.my

HE targeted subsidy system

is the way to go for the coun-

try and federal government

must put in the effort to
study an effective mechanism to en-
sure that assistance is provided to
those who need it.

National Consumer Advisory
Council chairman Mohd Azmi Abdul
Hamid said the system was not a
new approach, but it needed to be
modified.

He said this was to ensure that
the subsidies reached the correct
groups, particularly the Botton 40
per cent [B40] group.

A blanket subsidy for Malaysians,
he added, was not beneficial to the
country as it would create a dis-
parity between the rich and the
poor.

"I am agreeable to the targeted
subsidy system, but with the con-
dition that we have a detailed mech-
anism to define those who fall into
the B40 and other categories. The
government has taken the right

step towards implementing target-
ed subsidies.

“For the B40 group, aspects such
as the components that make up
their expenses must be studied so
that the subsidy resolves the prob-
lems faced by it.

“If we do not look at their con-
sumption and cost of living pattern,
we cannot sustain the targeted sub-
sidy economically and fulfil their
needs, and we will continue to have
problems.”

He said the implementation of the
system must be looked at from oth-
er aspects too, such as their needs
and localities, as a person who falls
under the B40 group in Shah Alam
differs from, for example, one in
Sungai Petani, Kedah, or Gua Mu-
sang, Kelantan.

Azmi said this at a discourse or-
ganised by Sinar Harian titled "Tar-
geted Subsidies: Yes or No?” at
Kompleks Karangkraf here on
Tuesday.

Moderated by Kota Buku chief ex-
ecutive officer Sayed Munawar Sayed
Mohd Mustar, the other panellists
were Malaysian Institute of Econom-
ic Research executive director Pro-

fessor Emeritus Dr Zakariah Abdul
Rashid, Petroleurn Dealers Associ-
ation of Malaysia president Datuk
Khairul Annuar Abdul Aziz and Se-
tiawangsa member of parliament
Nik Nazmi Nik Ahmad.

In the two-hour discourse, the
panellists agreed to the targeted
subsidy system, with Zakariah say-
ing that it should be made an eco-
nomic instrument that tells what it
is for, its aim and whether it can
resolve the problems of cost of liv-
ing or income distribution.

He said this could be done by
profiling B40 consumers in differ-
ent regions after which simulation
could be carried out to gauge the
results and the benefits of the sub-
sidy given.

However, he said it would be an
uphill task for the government.

“We want to encourage more peo-
ple to use public transport rather
than private vehicles. The subsidy is
used as an economic instrument.
What we can do is make public
transport cheaper. Subsidies are
meant to influence and change con-
sumers behaviour. We can use sub-
sidy to achieve what we want.”
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However, he said, the government
should refrain from giving too much
subsidies for popularity as it would
result in the need to fork out more
money, and eventually the nation
would become and unproductive
one,

Khairul Annuar said he supported
the targeted subsidy system,
adding that following feedback from
industry players on the right mech-
anism, it was up to the government
to decide which worked the best.

He said there were concerns from
dealers in terms of operations and
mechanisms, such as using MyKad
or fingerprints would cause a lag in
operations at petrol stations or
those whao fall in the B40 group but
do not qualify for the subsidy.

“Pre-qualifications should first be
done to avert any conflict at petrol
stations. With pre-qualifications, we
do not have to worry about who is
qualified. We do not want situations
where our employees [petrol station
employees] are scolded by cus-
tomers.

"The pre-qualifications must be
integrated with the Road Transport
Department and the Inland Rev-

enue Board of Malaysia to deter-
mine that one is qualified.”

He said the readiness of petrol
stations depended on the govern-
ment's proposal, adding that op-
erations could be swiftif an existing
infrastructure was used.

He said the government must en-
sure that the system is effective to
deter any abuse of the subsidy.

Nik Nazmi said when it came to
dishing out subsidies, the govern-
ment must weigh its priorities.

"Subsidies for universities,
schools and hospitals are critical as
these are the sectors that are valu-
able and we need to defend them.

"We need to heighten subsidies
that promote the ease of working
such as fuel, public transportation
and nurseries as Malaysians face
the problem of having to take care
of their children.

“The European culture of encour-
aging public transportation can be
used in Malaysia as it is more sus-
tainable to the environment, too,
instead of the American way which
is pro to the use of petrol and anti
public transportation due to its ge-
ography.”
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(From left) National Consumer Advisory Council chairman Mohd Azmi Abdul Hamid, Petroleum Dealers Association of
Malaysia president Datuk Khairul Annuar Abdul Aziz, Malaysian Institute of Economic Research executive director
Professor Emeritus Dr Zakariah Abdul Rashid and Setiawangsa member of parliament Nik Nazmi Nik Ahmad at a
discourse organised by ‘Sinar Harian’ yester day. PIC BY FAIZ ANUAR

SHAH ALAM cnews@nstp.c om.
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SIRIM IR provides
total solutions

AYISY YUSOF

IRIM Industrial Research

[SIRIM IR] is confident of

boosting the well-being of the

community by improving the
economy.

Its vice-president
Ir Dr Mohamad Jamil
Sulaiman said the
improvement can only be
viable if the research cen-
tre continued to develop
technology that benefited
the government, industry
and community.

Jamil said SIRIM IR
provides core services for
research and technology
development, technology
services, industrial con-
tract research, consul-
tancy and technaology transfer.

"0ur research centre is unique as
it provides total solutions, which is
from the formation of ideas to mar-
ket, including design, fabrication or

Dr Mohamad Jamil
Sulaiman

manufacturing, testing, certification
and packaging, before it reaches the
market,” he said.

Jamil said SIRIM IR had the tech-
nology capabilities in industrial bio-
technology, environmental technol-
ogy. machinery technology and system
design.

“We have positioned
our research towards
industry-driven areas
such as in bio-natural
gas, energy manage-
ment, nanotechnology,
bio-sensor, bio-medical
and Industry 4.0," he
said,

To date, SIRIM IR has
developed technologies
from government grants
to address environmen-
tal issues in food and
Palm Oil Mill Effluent wastes.

For example, SIRIM IR has devel-
oped the anaerobic digestion [AD) sys-
tem to generate electrical energy and
produce cooking gas from food waste,

whichin turn will be reused
by food court operators.

“The AD system has
been utilised by four local
authorities, namely Majlis
Perbandaran Subang Jaya,
Majlis Perbandaran Mela-
ka, Majlis Perbandaran
Sepang and Majlis Per-
bandaran Port Dickson,”
Jamil added.

He said the research
centre has developed a
pilot plant in collaboration
with Sime Darby Plantation
Bhd to produce natural gas
for vehicles.

SIRIM IR’s other prod-
ucts include MYLIPOS
battery liron phosphate)
to store energy, medical
devices such as dental
implant, knee replacement, halal
synthetic bone graft and craniofacial
modelling and implant.

It also assisting the oil and gas and
automotive sectors to produce local

SIRIM president and group chiefexecutive Profir Dr Ahmad Fadzil Mohammad Hani {second
from right), MPS.J deputy-president Mohd Zulkarnain Che Ali (second from left) and Dr Jamil
(left) at the launch of the anaerobic digestive system in US7, Subang Jaya.

parts and components in compliance
with relevant standards.

SIRIM IR’s innovation such as the
solar-powered tube well provides
clean water supply to several rural

Page 1 of 2

communities.

Additionally, the centre’s low ener-
gy lighting system is used at selected
fisherman jetties and recreational
parks.
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SIRIM Industrial Research (SIRIM IR) is confident of boosting the well-being of the community by improving the
economy.lts vice-president Ir Dr Mohamad Jamil Sulaiman said the improvement can only be viable if the research
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LEGALLY SPEAKING

SALLEH
BUANG

‘ With so many
urban
renewal schemes
carried out
succeessfully in
Malaysia over the
last six decades,
the question now is
whether there is a
need for Malaysia
to have an urban
renewal laz.

THRIVING CITIES

URBAN

Does Malaysia need
such legislation
when it has already
successfully carried
out many urban
renewal schemes in
the past six
decades?

HEN | first settled

down in Alor Star

two decades ago,

many of the physical
landmarks we now see in the city
had not yet been built while some
of the old buildings | saw then
have since been demolished and
new structures constructed.

In 1995, the buildings that had
vet to be built included Holiday
Villa Hotel, Alor Star Parade, The
Mall, Tesco Mergong, Tesco Star-
gate, and Bangunan Ukir. The
new shopping mall in the city,
called Aman Sentral, was built on
an abandoned project site that
had become an eyesore in the city
skyline. Simpang Kuala (at the
southern edge of the city) was
being redeveloped, while the
road connecting it to Kuala
Kedah (gateway to Langkawi) as
well as many other streets in the
city had vet to be upgraded,
widened and improved. Two
beautiful mosques within the city
limits, one at Jalan Pegawai
(Masjid Akar Peluru) and another
at Jalan Langgar (Al-Bukhary
Mosque) had yet to be built. The
unique Paddy Museum, located
at Gunung Keriang, was built dur-
ing the time | settled here and
was officially opened to visitors in
October 2004.

Over the last two decades | wit-
nessed not only new commercial
complexes and residential towers
(Amansuri Residences by the
Belleview Group) being built, but
also conservation and restora-
tion works carried out on histor-
ical buildings, such as the State
Art Gallery (Balai Seni Negeri)
and the Kedah Royal Museum in
the centre of town. The open
space in front of Balai Besar is
now a beautiful public square
(Dataran) frequented by locals
and visitors in the late afternoon,
evening and night.

In short, over the last two
decades, Alor Star has seen not
only new development but also
redevelopment of brownfields,

RENEWAL LAW?

(Medan Pasar KL).

urban renewal of the city space,
and restoration and conserva-
tion of historical buildings. Ad-
mittedly, the slow pace of urban
renewal in Alor Star cannot
match the frenetic pace in other
cities such as Kuala Lumpur, Jo-
hor Baru and Melaka.

Take the Kuala Lumpur City
Plan 2020 as an example, where
35 potential sites had apparently
been identified for urban renew-
al. Of the number, 15 had been

identified as in urgent need of

regeneration.

They include the PWTC LRT
Station, Sultan Ismail LRT Sta-
tion, Malayan Mansion, Selangor
Mansion, Wisma Yakin, Leboh
Ampang, Jalan Petaling, Kam-
pung Attap’s government quar-
ters, San Peng and Loke Yew
Flats, Pudu Jail, PPR Hang Tuah,
Jalan Alor / Tengkat Tong Shin,
Jalan Bukit Bintang shophouses,
and the Jalan Davis old govern-
ment QI.IZIT".EFS.

Past urban regeneration ef-
forts include the beautification
and “pedestrianisation” of the
Old Market Square (Medan Pasar
KL). In Brickfields, the old KTM
godowns and warehouses com-
plex had been transformed intoa
modern transportation hub and
mixed development now known
as KL Sentral.

As for Kampung Baru, a special
body (Kg Baru Development Cor-
poration, KBDC) was established
three years ago, but it is still fig-
uring out the best way to carry

Urban regeneration efforts include the b
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out the 20-year project (due to be
completed by 2035). Planned to
be developed in three phases, the
authorities’ ultimate goal is to
create a “2lst-century Kampung
Melayu"”.

This 1ll-year-old Malay settle-
ment has a population of 35,000.

According to a recent media re-
port, KBDC is in the process of
being restructured, and a Kam-
pung Baru Development Cong-
ress will be held by the end of this
year.

The Federal Territories Min-
istry had announced that it is re-
viewing the Kampung Baru Mas-
ter Plan. Other ongoing urban re-
newal activities in Kuala Lumpur
include the Merdeka PNB 118 tow-
er (due for completion in 2020),
redevelopment of two former ho-
tel sites (Hotel Equatorial and
Hotel Crowne Plaza), redevelop-
ment of Pekeliling Flats as well as
the former site of Pudu Jail (the
project is now known as Bukit
Bintang City Centre, BBCC).

For Melaka, its most distinctive
urban renewal efforts is the
restoration of Kampung Morten
(now a tourism icon), after it was
declared a heritage village under
the state Preservation and Con-
servation Enactment of 1989. For
Johor Baru, mention must be
made of the Sungai Segget re-
juvenation project some years
agoand the current urban renew-
al project known as the Interna-
tional Ibrahim Business District
(IIDB), covering 101.2ha.

of the Old Market Square

With so many urban renewal
schemes carried out successfully
in Malaysia over the last six
decades, the question now is
whether there is a need for
Malaysia to have an urban renew-
allaw. Urban renewal is necessary
if cities are to thrive. When cities
thrive, the country progresses.
Perhaps, such a law is needed.
Such a specific legislation had
been enacted in several countries
in this region, including Hong
Kong, Taiwan and South Korea.
And most recently, the urban re-
newal law was revamped in Vic-
toria, Australia.

A friend in the town planning
profession said there are several
provisions in Act 172 (Town and
Country Planning Act 1976) that
can be resorted to by the relevant
authorities if a certain area in the
city is to be renewed or regen-
erated.

Among them are Section 16B
(Special Area Plan), Section 38
(Declaration of a Development
Area) and Section 41 (employing
agents, or with menteri besar’s
permission, to enter into ar-
rangements or establish corpo-
rations). As such, he said we do
not need such a specific law.

That reminded me of the wis-
dom of the phrase — “we don't
miss what we never had”.

The writer is a former public
servant, is a principal fellow at the
Graduate School of Business,
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
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